May ‘09
Liberia Summer University Course on Research Methods

Course plan



Course Outline
First week

	Day 1, Monday morning
	introductory meeting / discussion 

	introduction to the course
what is science? What makes a study scientific?
inventory of wishes and expectations
goals of scientific research: basic and applied research 
what kind of questions can one research? 
types of research: qualitative and quantitative research

	R: Neuman, p. 20-25 (basic-applied)
S: 30-37 (time scales & quant.-qual.); 141-144 (refining research topics


	Day 2, Tuesday morning
	lecture / discussion

	empirical cycle.
Hypothesis testing and the hypothetico-deductive model of science
dependent and independent variables
internal and external validity
examples: how does a question get translated into a study?
	R:  J., S. & K., p. 27-36 (types of validity)
S: 

	Assignment: write two research questions with motivation


	Day 3, Wednesday morning
	lecture / discussion

	discussion of assignments
construct validity
Measurement and operationalisation
different forms of measurement
levels of measurement
	R: J., S. & K., p. 42- 56 (measuring, reliability & validity of meas.)
S:


	Day 4, Thursday morning
	lecture / working group

	taking questionnaire 
reliability and validity
designing questionnaires 
survey research
sampling and generalization
	R:  J., S. & K., p. 129-134 (sampling), p. 224-226 (procedure in survey research), and 61-64 (scales)
S: Neuman, p. 250-262 (writing questions)


	Day 5, Friday morning
	lecture

	experiments and quasi-experiments 
designing experiments
manipulations, dependent and independent variables
	R: J., S. & K., p. 69-84 (what are experiments), and p. 100-104 (what are quasi-expmts)

	Assignment: what's wrong with these experiments?


Week 2
	Day 6, Monday morning
	working group

	discussion of assignments 
introduction to descriptive statistics: random variables, distributions, mean, variance.
	R: Gleitman A1-A8
S: 

	Assignments: 


	Day 7, Tuesday morning
	working group

	Testing for linear relations: correlation and regression
discussion of handed-in assignments
example of data analysis
	R: Gleitman: A10-A15

S: Gleitman A16-A26


	Day 8, Wednesday morning
	lecture / discussion

	Application of our knowledge
-designing an experiment (new way of teaching) 
-designing a survey (predicting the election)

What can go wrong?
what can go wrong with survey research?
what can go wrong with experiments?
	R: J. S. & K.: p. 95-98, and p. 124-126 (threats to exmpts & quasi-expmts)
S: 

	Assignments: hand in design to answer one of your research questions


	Day 9, Thursday morning
	exam / lecture

	EXAM

Dissemination of findings
	S: 


	Day 10, Friday morning
	lecture / discussion

	results
ethics of research
Feedback
	S: Neuman: 481-493 (sociologist’s ethical code)


Course load: 60 h. (30 contact, 30 assignm.)


:





Course intensity (hours p. week): 30














Course Level:	staff / advanced student





Course dates: July 6 – July 17





Type of Examination: exam and assignments


:





Course Title:	Research Methods





Course Description:	This course gives an introduction into the methods used in science, with an emphasis on the social sciences. These include: experimentation, quasi-experimentation, survey research, archive research and qualitative research and observation. Of each the merits and pitfalls will be discussed. Data analysis will be discussed on a conceptual level. Students will be required to develop and discuss several research designs during the course that will be discussed for their methodological merits. They will be required to write one design in a grant-proposal format.





Supplementary Reading:	


Excerpts from: Judd, Smith & Kidder (1991). Research Methods in Social Relations (6th ed.). Forth Worth (TX): Harcourt Brace Jovanovitch. (shortened to: J., S. & K.)


Excerpts from: Maxwell & Delaney (1990). Designing Experiments and Analyzing Data. Belmont (CA): Wadsworth.


Excerpts from: Neuman (2000). Social Research Methods (4th ed.). Boston: Allyn & Bacon





 


 





 














Format:	  lectures / work in groups





Assignments for the participants:	


Students will be given several written assignments, in which they will be asked both theoretical questions as well as to propose solutions to problems in concrete research designs.


They will be given the opportunity to participate in concrete research. This is optional.


Students will have to develop one research design themselves, and write it up in the form of a grant proposal


 

















